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Argumentative Essay on Vaccination
 Vaccination has been a contentious issue in the country and concerns and support have been raised in equal measures regarding the same. The prevalence of diseases such as measles, rubella, tetanus, and mumps has made vaccination inevitable since it helps mitigate outbreaks. Children are the demographic that is significantly affected, and the public cannot turn a blind eye to the health risks that are threatening to take the lives of the future generation. Besides, vaccination should be carried out continually to prevent reoccurrences of the diseases. Continuous dosage plays an integral part in reducing the severity of the disorders in the later stages of life (Lancet 118).  However, there are opposing opinions as some of the parents are victims of misinformation and have prescribed to perceptions that vaccinations are risky (Rossen et al. 23). Therefore, vaccination is not an issue that should be taken lightly since some of the diseases have the magnitude of sweeping an entire generation. The paper provides a conceptual framework of the need for vaccination as well as counterarguments on the same.
	Vaccination is no longer a matter of convenience but a matter of necessity since it aims at protecting all citizens. World Health Organization (WHO) reports that 2 million child deaths can be mitigated annually in case children are administered with vaccines. According to Stephanie Awanyai, “Measles in children has a mortality rate as high as about one in 500 among healthy children and higher if there are complicating health factors,” (2018). Vaccines are expansive can reach populations, persons, and communities and align with California mandatory child protection law that stipulates that that is the obligation of the government to ensure government safety (Awanyai 397). Consequently, the impact does not only reflect on children but also adults. Empirical evidence shows that at least one child passes on every second from preventable illnesses in developing countries (Leifer n.p). Vaccinations help save countless lives since historical evidence shows that has helped eradicate chronic infections such as smallpox. In this regard, vaccines promote public health and remove major obstacles in human development and growth. Statistical data shows that vaccines have prevented almost 2.5 million child deaths in the world (WHO n.p). The evidence provided above shows the effectiveness of vaccination in saving the lives of the citizens. Therefore, vaccination cannot be disregarded at the expense of the public’s wellbeing.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Besides, policy legislation that have been put in place show the importance of vaccination and parents cannot disregard them in a bid to protect their children alleged health risks. From a safety standpoint, even though some parents are concerned about infringement of their children's fundamental rights, they are not acting in the best interest of public safety. Prevention efforts will be futile when some persons are immunized while others are not. Most of the diseases that require immunization such as measles are highly transmissible, and school-going children are vulnerable to health risks. Social construction plays a vital role in the transmission of diseases; for instance, crowded households increase contact. The same applies to classroom settings; children have high mobility and likely to get into contact with each other (Lancet n.p). The state of California has formulated a policy that enumerates on the importance of education and the need for good health to achieve the optimal educational outcome. From the same school of thoughts, mandatory vaccinations in schools have played an integral part in promoting public health not only in California but also in other parts of the country. For example, modern school vaccination that occurred between 1960 and 1970 for measles outbreak led to a rapid drop in such health cases in California (Awanyai and Stephanie 412). Therefore, the effectiveness of vaccination has proven to bear results in the past and propaganda against the same is farfetched. 
 	Moreover, vaccines protect persons from acquiring chronic diseases such as measles and smallpox that cause health burdens due to their severe symptoms.  According to Marco Rubio, all children in the US should be administered with vaccines without exceptions since it helps boost their immune system (ProCon.org n.p). The diseases are characterized by symptoms such as fever, cough, brain inflammation, pneumonia, and severe diarrhea. No one wishes these symptoms on their children or loved ones. Four million persons were admitted with measles annually in US hospitals before 1963, but 50,000 that had the complications succumbed to lifelong disabilities (Engle). Even though the US has made significant steps in mitigating the menace, the population is still at risk. Public health officials such as Pew polls have echoed concerns that refusing to follow vaccine protocols lead to rapid spread of diseases (Lemons 17). Anti-vaccination movements should not be comfortable and maintain the status quo since new strains of measles have been discovered. In light of the discoveries, vaccination is strongly recommended and parents should avoid skipping shots for their children.
 	On the contrary, anti-vaccine propaganda has emerged in recent years as opponents are critical about the adverse side effects associated with vaccination. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) has reported that 30000 of cases that suggest adverse effects every year show that 15% are severe (The History of Vaccines). Medical practitioners have identified side effects such as fever, rash, and achiness as well as allergic reactions. In this regard, parents have become worried that the vaccinations are posing more significant health risks than the illnesses themselves. The anti-vaccine movements have reiterated that the side-effects are life-threatening illnesses and their concerns align with statistical data that confirms the same. In the year of vaccination, congenital conditions have become evident.  Such health stressors have caused parents to question whether they are immunization-related. There have been numerous conspiracy theories, and anti-vaccine content have become social media, but the claims are unverified (Tiffany n.p). The claims cannot be disregarded since even though vaccination is beneficial, it should pose even greater risks to the children.
	Vaccine harm has caused serious problems some including health-related, injuries, and death after vaccination. According to Newstep, “Where there is a risk there must be a choice.” (Occhuizzo). She is concerned that persons have been harmed and she agitates that efforts to understand the risks should be put in place. Therefore, as one of the opponents to anti-vaccination, she is critical that vaccination should not only focus on protecting the child but also the entire community. The number of lawsuits that have been presented to US's courtrooms is alarming and its high time that the victims are compensated. In the face high vaccination campaigns, opponents have taken to social media to create public awareness on the same. Viral hashtags such as #vaccinesarpoison and #vaccinescauseautism have created immense public awareness and sparked confusion among the opponents as well as the proponents in equal measures. Kaithlyn Tiffany reiterates that "Real stories, vaccine injuries, vaccine deaths. What mainstream media won't show you?”  Despite the fuss that the conspiracy theories have created, anti-vaccination concerns cannot be ignored. 
 Furthermore, the emergence of controversies on vaccination cannot be taken lightly, and skepticism cannot be treated as ignorance. One of the controversies is that vaccination causes autism and this is a serious claim that cannot be wished away. Also, parents are skeptical about the number of shots their children receive within short timelines. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends that children should receive 37 separate shots for five different vaccines. Fifty states have endorsed that children entering schools should be vaccinated but some have provided exemptions. According to Jane Fullerton Lemons, “If you choose not to immunize and your own child dies because they get measles, OK, that’s your responsibility, that’s your choice,” (172). Even though vaccination is essential, people should be given the choice of deciding what is best for them instead of forcing them to prescribe to safety standards that they are not comfortable. The United States is a free nation and persons should be afforded privileges on matters that directly relate to their health. The government should play a part in ensuring that vaccinations are safe and dissolve negative perceptions.
 Besides, vaccination has been criticized for violating the cultural and religious beliefs of some people. Prof Ben Carson articulated that he firmly believes in parents' rights to raise their children in the best ways they deem appropriate, and immunization programs should not infringe on them (ProCon.org). Cultural and religious viewpoints among the population have raised immunization tensions across the country. Parents that are wishing to opt out have the opportunities of using the Commonwealth of Certificate of religious exceptions (Occhiuzzo n.p). Religious and cultural enthusiasts are against mandatory vaccination since it does not embrace plurality. Individuals have divergent perceptions on how to raise their children, and the government should not infringe on their right to do so. In this regard, privilege groups deserve individualized care and the government ought to break group autonomy. An inclusive government should not pursue its goals at the expense of unhappy groups.
 In conclusion, vaccination is essential since it protects the population against health risks that have far-reaching consequences such as disabilities and lifelong disabilities. Immunization is vital since it protects citizens from chronic illnesses as well as reducing their severity. Vaccination is inevitable since help mitigates highly communicable diseases that threaten the safety of public health. Conversely, opponents to vaccination efforts are adamant that they have adverse side effects on children that result in congenital conditions. Also, vaccinations go against cultural and religious doctrines of some individuals. Social media campaigns championing against vaccination have been rampant since the public is concerned about health risks. Conclusively, vaccination should be made mandatory since most anti-vaccination campaigns are based on misinformation and propaganda.
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